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Reveals the breadth of Jewish participation in the American Civil War on the Confederate side.

Rosen describes the Jewish communities in the South and explains their reasons for supporting the

South. He relates the experiences of officers, enlisted men, politicians, rabbis and doctors.
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....that The Confederacy had Jews. Surprise...A true story: in my exam room, there is always a book

on my side table. One day, this was the book; a young girl [I take care of Army Privates] went over

and picked it up as if she were touching pork. She informed me that the book was a lie, because

there could not possibly have been any Jews in The Confederacy. I pointed to Judah Benjamin's

picture among the other Confederate heroes on my wall and told her his story, including the slave

owning. She was appalled. She soon knew that the CSA had around 2000 Jews, from Private to

Colonel. Then, she asked me the question for which I still have no answer: "How is it that I, a Jew,

living in America, don't know that significant a part of my own history?" Sadly, she's a very bright

girl, who just didn't know. Much more sadly, BOTH of her parents are history professors. The

encounter happened right before Christmas break, and she informed me that she was going to ask

her mother about the matter. I gave her several references, and wished her Happy Chanukkah.

After the break, she said that her Mom told her that, yes, this is something they knew, but just don't

talk about. Look, all of us who deal with history can tell stories of astonishing ignorance. But I've

never forgotten that girl; whenever I see ignorance, she reminds me of the obligation that all us who

know have to impart [gently] unto those who don't.Bob Rosen, has, indeed, imparted, and done it



superbly. He gives us the story of all the major, and many of the minor, Jews who saluted the Stars

and Bars. The two most prominant Jewish Confederates, Judah P.
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